NCHC Southern Horse Festival State Championship Open Horse Show

November 7-8, 2009
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Martin Agricultural Center
Williamston, north carolina


For further information:

Southern Horse Festival State Championship Open Horse Show

North Carolina Horse Council

4904 Waters Edge Dr., Suite 290, Raleigh, NC 27606
(919) 854-1990
Or
SHF State Championship Open Horse Show
Sammy Jenkins, Show Manager

Phone Number (919) 362-8203 or (919) 201-3606 Mobile
Dear Horse Show Exhibitors,


The North Carolina Horse Council proudly welcomes you to the Annual Southern Horse Festival and State Championship Open Horse Show.  This weekend is designed to offer something fun for everyone.  Whether your pleasure is showing, shopping, or being a spectator, this weekend is for you!  


The North Carolina horse industry is a bright spot in agriculture as we make up over $1.9 billion in contributions to the North Carolina economy through goods, services, employment and taxes.  In addition, we help to protect greenspace through preservation of farmlands and riding areas.   


The North Carolina Horse Council is the only statewide organization that works to serve the needs of the entire horse industry.  We are composed of volunteer individuals and groups from all breeds and types of horse activities, without bias.  We are amateurs and professionals, horse hobbyists, commercial producers, local riding clubs, and larger corporations.


Again, we welcome you to the Southern Horse Festival State Championship Open Horse Show and thank you for being a part of something the volunteers have put together to make so special.

Sincerely,

Randy Ratliff
Myra Daniel
Sammy Jenkins

NC Horse Council
NC Horse Council 
State Championship 

President
Education Committee Chair
Horse Show Manager

Judges

Western, Huntseat


Tim potter
Saddleseat



Sue Meyer
Trail




Mike Yoder
USEF Hunters



Shawn Potter
Non-Trotting



Tim Potter
Show Committee
Show Manager:


Sammy Jenkins
Awards:



Kim Spell
Sue Gray
Office Management:


Myra Daniel





Kim Spell

Stalls & Coggins:


Sammy Jenkins
Points:



Kim Spell

Paddock Master:


Brad Williams
Office Staff:



Kim Spell
Myra Daniel

Vendors:



Myra Daniel
State Veterinarian checks all equine.  Copy of Current coggins must be mailed with entry and you must also have a copy to post in the sleeves on each stall for inspection by State veterinary personnel.

Rules and Regulations

Entries that are not accompanied by payment or a signed open check will not be considered as an entry until payment is received.  All horses must be entered in at least one class to be considered an entry.
1. This show is held under the following rules and regulations of the North Carolina Open Horse Show.  All rules not addressed in these regulations will be covered by the following association rules:

Western – AQHA Novice Rules

Hunter, Non-Trotting and Saddleseat – USEF Rules.
2. In the event of Sale of, or injury to a horse after the closing date of entries, show management will permit an exhibitor to enter another horse; however, the new entry must be given another number. Legal proof of sale, designating the name and address of purchaser will be required.

3. All class cancellations must be made at least 3 classes in advance or cancelled class entry fee will be charged to the exhibitor.  Class cancellations must be registered in the show office with the show secretary on the proper form.  Class will not be refunded if proper scratch form is not provided.  (Refer to Rule 5 for specific refund policy information).
4. A $15.00 refund processing fee will be charged on all refunds.  (Note:  There are no stall refunds).  
5. STABLING INFORMATION –FEES FOR PERMANENT STALL will be $40.00 for the weekend stay.  ENTRIES WISHING TO BE STABLED TOGETHER SHOULD MAIL THEIR ENTRIES IN THE SAME ENVELOPE.
6. Please use one Entry Form per Horse/Exhibitor Combination.  Please make additional copies of the enclosed entry form if additional entry forms are needed.

7. Trailers and vans will be allowed to park next to barns for unloading and loading only. Parking will be in designated areas only. This will be strictly enforced and violators will be towed.  This is necessary for fire and safety regulations and for exhibitor safety and convenience.

8. ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF HORSES – Horses may start arriving at 12:00 PM Friday, November 6th, and all horses must be removed from the show grounds by 12:00 PM, Monday, November 9th, unless otherwise arranged with the Martin Complex officials.  Stall office and Coggins check in will be open as follows:  Friday, 2:00 pm – 7:00 pm, Saturday, 7:30 am – 6:30 pm, Sunday, 7:30 am – To End of show.  All show traffic should stop at the Stall Check-In Office and provide the Stall Coordinator with the following information:

a.
Your name and horse’s name and Coggins
b.
Upon receiving confirmation of your stall assignment, drive to your stall area.

c.
Obtain a signed form verifying your Coggins has been checked.  Take the signed Coggins Check-In Form to the Show Office to obtain your entry packet including your back numbers.  A Coggins Check-In Form is required to obtain your show packet.


d.
Shavings information will also be LOCATED AT the check in gate; however YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR TRANSPORTING YOUR OWN SHAVINGS.
e.
Stall Office Hours and Shavings Trailer staffing times will be posted.  Shavings will not be sold or distributed during non-staffed times.  

9. The show office will be open for the following hours:
Friday:        2:00pm – 6:00pm

Saturday     7:00am  – 15 minutes after the last class

Sunday       7:00am  –  15 minutes after the last class

10. HEALTH REGULATIONS – The SHF State Championship Open Horse Show requires that all horses over 6 months of age must be in possession of a current negative Coggins Certificate (EIA).  Negative Coggins Certificate must be current and issued within twelve (12) months. Negative Coggins test certificate must be attached to entry blank for all horses and placed in the plastic sleeves located on each stall throughout the entirety of the horse’s stay on the grounds (trailer in horses must have it posted at the trailer). A state health official will be checking entries not in compliance. Trailer mates and other horses not showing must be listed as “non-showing” on the entry blank and a current negative Coggins must be presented upon entering the show grounds. They will be charged a $10.00 per horse non-showing fee for horses not participating in the show.

11. PRIOR TO DEPARTURE – All accounts must be settled and no animal will be permitted to leave the show ground without settling account. A $25.00 charge will be made on all returned checks when necessary to contact the exhibitor for collection. All horses on the grounds that are not showing must still be listed on the entry blank as “non-showing”. These horses must abide by the negative Coggins rule.  See rule 9.

12. PARKING – Ample parking is available for exhibitors adjoining the stable area. 

13. Where general rules of sanctioning organizations do not apply, the SHF State Championship Open Horse Show’s policy is to allow protective headgear as rider’s option.

14. The management reserves the right to combine, reschedule, close, add, delete, or move any classes or change the announced officials as may be necessary and in the best interest of the show or for inclement weather. Classes with less than 10 entries may be combined.

15. BEDDING – Bedding may be pre-purchased via the class entry form and will be available on the show grounds.  All shavings must be charged to an entry number.  If arriving extremely late or early, please contact stall office for special arrangements for bedding. Bedding office is not open 24 hours per day. (See #9) Shavings may be purchased at posted rate.  No bulk shavings allowed.

16. The show will be under the absolute control of the Management. Only authorized persons will be allowed in the ring during judging.  Any act of discourtesy or disobedience to the judges or officials on the part of an owner, rider or groom will disqualify horse and/or rider and entry shall forfeit his/her entrance and other fees.

17. The SHF State Championship Open Horse Show, through its horse show management, reserves the right to refuse any and all entries and to return any entry fees before or during the Show without explanation or recourse to the Show for liability or compensation. Management reserves the right to prohibit any person from attending or showing a horse in the ring and to remove any owner or stable employee or horse from the ring or from the grounds without liability of any kind and interpret all questions and conditions, in regard to, or arising out of, or incident to the Show without claims for damage or recourse of any kind. All questions regarding rules and regulations shall be decided by the Management.  The decision will be final.

18. Exhibitors should have their entries ready for showing at least 30 minutes before scheduled showing time. When it is found that a class is being delayed by horses not ready to perform, the competition will be closed at the order of the Management. Once the class is called to order, and the gate is closed, no entries will be allowed to enter the arena.
19. No Exhibitor shall approach the judge in regard to a decision.  All questions should be referred to Show Management.

20. The SHF State Championship Open Horse Show, The Management of this show, the North Carolina Horse Council, and the State of North Carolina will in no way be responsible for any loss or damage that might occur, and it will be condition of the entry that each exhibitor shall hold the Horse Show and its Management blameless for any loss or accident to any animal, person or property that may occur from sickness, fire and otherwise at this show.

21. Dogs and cats are not allowed on the horse show grounds unless they are under leash at all times. NO DOGS WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE HORSE SHOW ARENA OR RESTAURANT BUILDING. LOOSE PETS WILL BE SUBJECT TO IMPOUNDMENT AND FINED PER MARTIN COUNTY ORDINANCE. 

22. Private golf carts will be allowed by special permission.  Licensed drivers will only be allowed to operate golf carts.  

23. A Novice Rider or Horse is one who has received 5 or fewer 1st Place Ribbons/Awards before Jan 1, 2009. Novice Classes will not count towards High Point awards.
24. Management reserves the right to move any classes to different arenas when it is deemed beneficial to the operation of the show.

25. CAMPER HOOK-UPS – There will be 39 full-service (water, power and sewer) camper hook-ups available on the first come, first serve basis at a cost of $25.00 per night. Campers, vehicles, and trailers plugged into outlets in the barns will be charged $25.00 per vehicle, per night also. When camping area is full, awnings are not permitted.  

26. No three wheelers or four wheelers will be allowed on the grounds 
27. Footing in the indoor and covered arena is clay sawdust mixture with some sand in it.

28. Show management reserves the right to refuse an exhibitor entry into any class or event if they deem that entry unsafe for the exhibitor or other exhibitors or animals. The Judge has the authority and may dismiss from the ring any entry that is unruly or not in sufficient control for the safety of the handler or other exhibitors.

29. Cruelty or rough handling of horses will not be allowed in the ring or anywhere on the show grounds. A horse and exhibitor may be excused from the ring, show, or expelled from the grounds for lack of control, cruelty, rough handling, or un-sportsmanlike conduct. The stewards, show/event management, or judge may disqualify anyone mistreating an animal or demonstrating un-sportsmanlike conduct. 

30. All exhibitors must have their horses under complete control at all times. Horses must enter the ring unassisted and the gate must be closed before starting the class. Riders will not be allowed to leave the ring until their horses are walking under control. (No horses will gallop into or out of the show ring since this endangers other exhibitors and spectators.) Riders having difficulties in the ring and desiring to leave should request permission to be excused from the ring master or judge.

31. The administration of any drug or foreign substance to a horse shown in any class is strictly prohibited.

32. Upon discovery of the existence of a foreign substance or drug, show management shall immediately report the matter to the show committee. No person shall administer or cause to be administered internally or externally to a horse, either before or during an event, any medication, drug, mechanical device or artificial appliance which is of such character as could affect its performance or appearance at that event. Illegal substances include but are not limited to chemical stimulants, depressant, caustic agents and pain relievers, blister or ginger.

33. The decision of the judge is final. All horses and exhibitors cannot win, so the judge’s decision, whatever it may be, should be accepted in the true spirit of sportsmanship.

34. Please keep the paddock area to the main arena CLEAR OF HORSES. Only horses entering or leaving the main arena may occupy the paddock area. Congestion will be regulated in this area at all times!

35. If a High Point division results in a tie, the tie will be broken based on the total number of entries that the horse/rider combination competed against.

36. Versatility Class Rules:
The Versatility Class is composed of four events, with each event counting equally toward the overall placement.  Each event will be run in accordance to the rules governing that event, unless otherwise specified.


A. General Rules – Versatility Class (cont.)
(1)
A fall by a horse or rider will result in a disqualification from the Versatility Class, and the horse and rider will be excused from the ring.

(2)
Anything resulting in a no-score or no-time from any one event will result in 0 points or no placement in that event, but will not eliminate the entry from placement in other events in the class (for example, going off pattern in the precision pattern or receiving a no-time in the games portion).

(3)
In Versatility Class, attire must appear to be in accordance with the rules of the event with the exception of boots. (Western chaps or jeans over hunt seat boots or jodhpurs with straps over western boots are acceptable.). 
(4)
All horses and riders will remain in the arena for the entire class. Horses and riders will not be permitted to leave the arena between events or before the class is dismissed. Failure to follow this policy will result in disqualification from the versatility class. Large classes MAY be split. Horses not competing in a round of the finals of a split class will be maintained in a specified holding area and must not be spoken to or assisted by non-horse-show personnel. Unauthorized assistance at any time will result in disqualification from the class.

(5)
Exhibitors disqualified from the Versatility Class may keep any awards earned in previous Versatility Class events, but all points will be forfeited. Should an exhibitor be disqualified, points will not be redistributed.

(6)
Two grooms per horse will be permitted in the ring at a designated time between events. The function of the groom is to assist the rider in changing tack and attire. Use of wheelbarrows or motorized vehicles during tack changes is prohibited. Grooms will not be permitted in the arena during the judging of the event and may only enter the arena when so designated by the announcer per their instructions.  At the announcer’s direction, the grooms will first be lined up down the middle of the ring at the cones; and, at the specified time, the grooms will be instructed to WALK to their respective exhibitor. There is a 5-minute limit for each tack and attire change. Failure to complete the tack and attire changes within the time limit will result in disqualification from the class.

(8)
Only one rider per horse will be permitted. Points will be awarded for first- through tenth-place entrants in each event in the following order:

Versatility Class Awarding of Points

	
	Points Awarded by Competition Placement

	Number of Horses in Class
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	2
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	3
	2
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	4
	3
	2
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	
	
	
	

	7
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	
	
	

	8
	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	
	

	9
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	10
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


(9)
Ties will be broken according to the following rules:

(a)
The horse and rider placing in the most events will win the tie.

(b)
The horse and rider with the highest finish in any one event will break the tie.

(c)
The final tiebreaker will be the fastest time accumulated in a barrel race according to the barrel-racing rules listed for the Speed Events (Game) Division rules listed in this chapter (item III-I.2.a)


B. Versatility Events

(1)
Western Pleasure. Horses will be judged according to AQHA Novice Western Pleasure Class rules. Tack must correspond to that listed in AQHA Novice Western Pleasure rules except as noted above in the general rules for Versatility Class item A.3.

(2)
English Pleasure. Horses will be judged as an open Pleasure Class entry at a walk, trot, other appropriate gait, and canter, both ways of the ring. Horses may be shown in either Hunt Seat or Saddle Seat Division attire. Tack must be in accordance with USEF rules for appointments for the Hunt Seat and Saddle Seat divisions, except as above in the general rules for Versatility Class, item A.3.

(3)
Precision Pattern

(a)
Horses will be judged on their ability to perform a prescribed equitation-type pattern with emphasis placed on execution of movements, manners, responsiveness to the rider, precision, and exactness of pattern. Cones will be used to denote movements within the pattern.  A pre-announced time limit will be imposed on all patterns.  Horses will not be required to do flying lead changes.

(b)
Riders equitation will not be evaluated.

(c)
Horses may be exhibited in either Western, Hunt Seat or Saddle Seat Division tack and attire, but a mixture of tack and attire is prohibited, with the exception noted above in the general rules for Versatility Class, Rule A.3. Entries must conform to appointment rules for their respective divisions.

(4)
Texas Barrels.  Horses will be judged according to the following rules:

(a.)
Three barrels are placed in a straight line, 60 feet apart, the first barrel being 30feet from the timing line, which is 20 feet long. (Measurements are to the center of barrels.) 

(b.)
The exhibitor shall cross the timing line, pass the first barrel on either side, pass succeeding barrels on alternate sides, turn around the third barrel, and return in the same manner to cross the timing line. 

(c.)
Knocking over a barrel shall carry a 5-second penalty. Failure to follow the course shall receive a no-time. A contestant may touch the barrel with his or her hands. 

(d.)
The course must be measured exactly. If the course is too large for the available space, the pattern should be reduced by 5 feet between each barrel until the pattern fits the arena. At least 60 feet are required for a stopping area. 

(e.)
The Texas Barrels pattern is as follows:
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Figure III-I.3.d. Texas Barrels Pattern

37. The Trail Horse Challenge is open to Western and English exhibitors and the classes will run concurrently from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Warm-up ring (located above the Covered Outdoor Arena).  Exhibitors must be checked in with the Trail Paddock Crew (Please refer to the Show Schedule for exact scheduling).

41.  USEF Hunter General Rules:

 
Martingales are not allowed in Under saddle Classes.  Boots, bandages, etc are not allowed in any hunter classes.  Exhibitors are required to wear an approved ASTM hardhat when mounted.

 42.  USEF Hunter Division Rules:

 a.
Walk/Trot Division - Jr rider in first year of showing over fences, no cross entry into any other USEF hunter divisions.

b.
Short Stirrup - riders 12 and under in first two years of showing, may not cross enter into other USEF hunter divisions.

c.
Long stirrup - Riders over 12 yrs of age in first or second year of showing, may not cross enter into other USEF hunter divisions.

d.
Pony Hunter - ponies 14.2 and under, rider 18 yrs and under

e.
Children’s hunter - rider 18 years and under.

f.
Low hunter - open to horses or ponies shown by junior or adult rider.

g.
Open Hunter - open to horses or ponies shown by junior or adult rider.

h.
SHF Children’s Equitation - open to junior riders 18 years and under on horses or ponies.

i.
SHF Adult Equitation - open to adult riders over 18 years on horses or ponies.
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