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North Carolina  
Horse Council  

Mark your calendars now 
and make plans to attend the 

Southern Horse Festival 
 

 
 
When : November 6ð7, 2010 
 
Where : Senator Bob Martin Eastern Agricultural  Center 
  Williamston 
 
What :  Open Horse Show 
 
Donôt miss out on another exciting show this yearðnew class listé 
more classes for everyone to enjoy!  Get involved today by volunteer-
ing, becoming a sponsor, or by joining us as a vendor. 
 
As more information becomes available, it will be posted to the NCHC 
website.  For questions, call the NCHC Office at (919) 854-1990. 

12  Health Grants Due  
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Horsepoweré. 

Thoughts from the Executive Director  

Accomplishments  
 

¶ Lobbyist/Principal Education Program 
¶ Continued work on 319 Grant 
¶ Reidsville Caucus 
¶ Jordan Lake Regulatory Committee Meeting 
¶ Williamston Caucus 
¶ Animal Welfare Coalition 
¶ Lumberton Caucus and Ground 
 Breaking Ceremony 
¶ Trail Grant Review Committee 
¶ Education Committee 
¶ Western Caucus 
¶ Meeting with Farm Bureau Specialist on 

Water Regulatory Issues 

Jordan Lake Regulatory Committee  
The Jordan Lake Regulatory Committee contin-
ues to meet to develop the strategies in imple-
menting the new rules.  The committee dis-
cussed baseline calculations to be utilized in es-
tablishing district data collection.  We also 
worked on definitions of agricultural operations 
pertaining to the rule. Nitrogen reduction reports 
were approved utilizing NLEW for cropland.  We 
will be reviewing existing spreadsheets for re-
porting.  Further discussion included pasture-
based accounting, outreach to affected parties 
for agricultural and Fertilizer management rules.  
Outreach, education and BMPôs are needed for 
horse operations with five or more horse.  The 
Committee will meet again in May.  

Animal Welfare Coalition  
A new NC Animal Ag Coalition or Animal Wel-
fare Coalition is being formed. The NC Farm 
Bureau held a Strategic Planning meeting on 
April 16th to develop the structure for the Coali-
tion.  Those in attendance included the NCHC, 
Pork Council, Beef Council, Poultry Federation, 
Egg Council, The Grange, Corn, Soybean and 
Cotton Commodity Leaders, North Carolina 
State, Dr. Todd See, North Carolina A&T repre-
sentative and representatives from the 
NCAD&CS.  Mr. Charlie Arnot from the Center 
for Food Integrity with funding from the United 
Soybean Board facilitated the meeting.   The 
short term objectives for the group will be to 
build internal support for the existence of the 
Coalition, develop a communication plan, con-
duct a ñcoming out Partyò and reach out to 
other allied groups.  In addition, we need to in-
ventory the publicôs attitude on Animal Welfare 
and develop a consistent message.  We will be 
establishing budget items and where the dollars 
will come from. This will be all private money.  
Specific issues to be addressed and appropri-
ate timelines are also being addressed. 

Trail & Community Grant Review Committee  
The Trail and Community Grant Review Com-
mittee met to discuss twelve applications.  After 
lengthy discussions and a review of the com-
mittee rankings it was decided to present to the 
Executive Committee either full or partial fund-
ing for all twelve grants.   
The Education Committee met to review the 
summary report of the two educational surveys 
which they conducted earlier this year.  It was 
the consensus of the group that we need to 
widely disseminate the results and work to-
wards meeting the recommendations of the 
summary. 
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The April NCHC Caucuses kicked off in Reids-
ville on April 12th.  The meeting was held on the 
same evening as a County Board of Commis-
sionerôs meeting which limited our attendance. 
However, representatives from the Horse Park of 
the South did present an update on the Parkôs 
development along with a discussion on future 
funding raising efforts.  Those in attendance 
strongly supported the continued development of 
this project. In addition, representatives from NC 
A&T were present to promote the importance of 
this project to their equine program.  The trail 
community also attended to discuss unique trail 
ideas.  The caucus agreed to meet again in Sep-
tember. 
 
The Williamston Caucus was held on April 15th 
and was attended by local Martin Community 
College Students, local horsemen and equine 
show promoters.  Our discussions continue to 
center around establishing an internship between 
the NCHC and Martin Community College and 
looking at opportunities to promote the Bob Mar-
tin Agricultural Center for Equine Events.  The 
concept of trying to establish a single source list-
ing for all equine events in North Carolina was 
discussed. 
 
The Lumberton Caucus and a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new Multi-Purpose Facility at 
the Southeastern Agricultural center were held on 
April 20th.  The groundbreaking for this facility 
represents a twenty plus year effort on behalf of 
many local equestrians who have worked dili-
gently to provide a unique show facility for the 
southeastern part of our state.  In attendance 
were the State Commissioner of Agriculture, rep-
resentatives from our NCHC Caucus, local 
elected officials, state elected officials, members 
of the Board of Agriculture and other local horse-

men.   The NCHC Caucus was held that evening 
at the Lumber River Campground.  Members pre-
sent discussed on-going plans for the new facility 
as well as identifying other equine issues for the 
region.  Watershed issues were also mentioned 
and a discussion on Best Management Practices 
for equine farms and facilities included fencing, 
development of buffers and proper water run-off 
management.  Finally the group talked about trail 
riding safety issues and expressed a need for 
educating both riders and law enforcement per-
sonnel on the laws and regulations governing rid-
ing horse on or near roadways.   
 
The Western Caucus was held at the Polk 
County Isothermal Campus.  Discussions at the 
Caucus centered around the many equine facili-
ties serving the area and the need to work to-
gether on planning and funding show facilities 
across the state.  In addition, the group dis-
cussed the Federal and State Right to Ride legis-
lation.  Many states have passed state legislation 
concerning the historical right to ride on state 
owned properties.  Back Country Horsemen have 
been working on this for quite some time.  Land 
conservation and preserving land to ride on was 
also discussed.  The final issue that the group 
brought forth was the need to look at ñrecruitingò 
young people into the industry.  Several action 
items were generated including brining facility 
managers together to discuss a statewide strate-
gic plan, developing an equine economics ñroad 
showò to present the importance of the equine 
industry to growing jobs throughout the state and 
in the local counties, researching state right to 
ride legislation and forming a committee to look 
at strategies to bring young people into the indus-
try.   

Miscellaneous  
¶ An educational program on Lobbying legislators and Public Servants, the program presented the 
role of the State Ethics Commission, Gift Ban and Gift Ban exception refresher, information for lobby-
ing, lobbyists, and lobbyist Principals was held.  Also discussed at this meeting was additional re-
quirements, prohibitions and restrictions on lobbyists. Finally we discussed expenditure reporting. 
¶ Multiple meetings were held to finalize our 319 a grant for developing Best Management Practices 
(BMPôs) for Equine Farms.  The Grant is being submitted in conjunction with Sustainable Stables and 
the NCHC along with assistance from Wake County. 

Regional Caucus Meetings  
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Want to Become an Agribusiness Sponsor? 
 
Become a part of the exciting Equine Industry by supporting the North Carolina Horse 
Council as an Agribusiness Sponsor.  Some of the benefits of becoming an Agribusi-
ness Sponsor include the following: 
 
¶ Membership in the NCHC 
¶ Your Companyôs name and logo on our webpage 
¶ Opportunities for your companyôs promotion in our Newsletter 
¶ A voice in legislative and regulatory issues facing the Equine Industry 

 
Sponsorship levels are as follows: 
 Bronze $250 
 Silver $500 
 Gold $750 
 Platinum $1,000 
 
Your sponsorship has the potential to reach thousands of horse owners across the 
State.  There are horse activities in all 100 counties in North Carolina.  Our goal is to 
network the Agribusiness Sponsor with the horse owners and horse enthusiasts lo-
cated in North Carolina. 
 

If youôre still on the fence, contact the NCHC office today to find out more. 
Donôt delayðbe a part of the exciting equine industry. 

Notice  

 
The meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
North Carolina Horse Council scheduled for 
July 7, 2010 has been cancelled.  The next 

meeting will be held Wednesday, September 
1, 2010 at the Hunt Horse Complex, Raleigh.    
All meetings are open to the general public 

and everyone is encouraged to attend. 
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Forsyth Technical Community College  now offering 

The Tanglewood Equestrian Association has partnered with Forsyth 
Technical Community College to offer adult continuing education 

courses in equine sciences with a long term goal of creating an             
Associates Degree Program to be offered by Forsyth Tech. 

History and Development of the Horse Introduction to Equine Management 

Through the study of the evolution of the horse we 
hope to get a better understanding of how and why 
horses think and react the way they do. We'll look at 
how the modern day horse adapted and flourished 
when other species went extinct.  

An exciting introduction to caring for and under-
standing horses.  If you are a first time owner, or a 
caretaker of 30 horses you have to know the basics 
of handling, nutrition, first-aid, hoof care, and daily 
management.  This course gives an in-depth over-
view of all aspects of horse care and equine  
behavior. 

Course# 45108 9/7/10-12/07/10 
Tuesdays 6:30-9:00 pm 

Course# 45105 9/2/10-12/9/10 
Thursdays 6:30-9:00pm 

Donôt Miss Your Chance to Be a Part of this        
Fun and Informative New Program.  

For more information call: Jerry Hobson at FTCC  
Monday - Thursday 11am -3pm  (336)734 -7726  

Through a Grant awarded  by The North Carolina Horse Council,  
H.E.R.O. (Horse Education & Rescue Organization) is offering a 

limited number of scholarships for these courses.  
Contact Beverly Duval for more  information: 336-403-7297 

Courses will be listed in the upcoming Fall Catalogue 
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Western Trails Activity Report 
Submitted by Jim Hallsey 

 
¶ The Davidson County Horsemans Associa-
tion officially dedicated the Hamby Creek Trails 
system on March 21, 2010.  Several local 
elected officials were in attendance as about 
75 trail enthusiasts initiated the trail.  There 
were horses, bicycles and hikers who enjoyed 
the five miles of new trails that meander 
through buffer lands of the Davidson County 
Landfill.  DCHA officers Klynt Nifong, Presi-
dent; Doug Owen, Vice President; Marie Free-
man, Secretary; Gail Fritts, Treasurer; and 
Doug Meredith, Project Coordinator expressed 
gratitude to the County Commissioners, Parks 
and Recreation Department and Solid Waste 
Management Department for their support and 
cooperation. 
¶ Deirdre Lightsey has agreed to chair the 
Western Trails Committee of the NCHC and is 
working with numerous trail groups to provide 
support and communication of needs and 
benefits of membership in the Horse Council.  
Deirdre brings a great deal of enthusiasm and 
experience to the task.  Welcome Deirdre! 
¶ The Pisgah Trailblazers and N.C. Back 
Country Horsemens Association marshaled 
efforts to seek reopening of Wash Creek Road 
(FS5000), a popular horse camp in Pisgah Na-
tional Forest.  The road was severely damaged 
by winter snows and rains.  Sue Gray sent a 
letter on behalf of equestrian interests in horse 
camping there and received a reply that con-
tracts were being developed to clear the slides 
that have blocked the road.  Rock and mud-
slides have been a continuing problem in west-
ern North Carolina as several years of drought 
were followed with heavy rains, snow and ice.  
The Forest Service states that reopening the 
road is a top priority.  

Western Trails Report 
Submitted by Deirdre Lightsey 

 
¶ The Pisgah Trailblazers have been working 
with the Pisgah Ranger District of the Pisgah 
Nat Forest (near Brevard, NC) to create a horse 
camp facility out of what has been for 75+ yrs an 
unofficial camping area. The Forest Service paid 
for a geological/environmental study and has a 
document of the project description which in-
cludes a sweet smelling toilet, horse trough, 
graveled sites, fire rings, picnic tables, etc.  The 
sites at this facility will be able to be reserved in 
advance (currently, itôs first come, first served 
with the result being that folks from out of town 
either won't come or risk the chance of having to 
go back if the area is full) and the revenue from 
this will mostly stay with the local ranger district.  
The Pisgah Trailblazers got a grant last year 
from the NCHC for 2/3 of the gravel, & are wait-
ing to hear if they have received another grant 
this year for the remaining gravel.  The Forest 
Service has been working with the PTB as well 
as the BCH of NC coming out doing work days 
(at 20 days in the last 2 yrs) to improve the area, 
spread the gravel, procure donated picnic ta-
bles, install fire rings, etc. It is rumored that the 
sweet smelling toilet is coming soon.  We're all 
very excited & proud of this. 
¶ One of our next focuses will be Turkey Pen 
Road, which is an access road through private 
property into Pisgah Ranger District, Turkey Pen 
trail head. This road is in very bad shape 
through the private area.  The Trails Committee, 
along with the Pisgah Trailblazers & Back Coun-
try Horsemen, will be trying to get with county 
commissioners, etc to see what can be done to 
get the cooperation of the private land owners to 
work on the road. 
¶ Also I was asked to do a small piece on the 
Tryon Daily Bulletin's "Appointments" monthly 
equine special publication on my involvement 
with the Horse Council, and I hope to gain some 
new blood to the western committee which 
seems to be in need of updating. 

News from the Trail  
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News from the Trail, continued  

There are some great grass-roots trail efforts to report for the East 
Submitted by Barb Oslund 

 
¶ Wake County: There are on-going efforts to re-energize the Jordan Lake Trail Conservation Associa-
tion (JLCTA) to support the Piney Woods County park staff in planning and constructing equestrian trails.  
Anyone interested can contact Leslie Kennedy 
  Email:  lesken1@earthlink.net 
  Phone:  919-362-4011 
¶ Brunswick County: There are on-going efforts to organize a local group to support Brunswick County 
Nature park staff in equestrian trail planning and building.  The group is waiting for another associations 
Board vote that might allow them to join under their wing, giving the trails group a 501c and ability to apply 
for grants and insurance.  Anyone interested can contact Ann Donaldson adonald-
son@charterbuildinggroup.com  NCHC was also recently quoted in the Brunswick Star News in support of 
the park trails. 
¶ Guilford County: There is a newly-formed group called the Equestrian Trails Alliance concerned about 
gaining horse trail access in that County.  NCHC will be involved with a meeting they are having on June 
3, 2010.   Anyone interested can contact Betsy Rice bluefarm11@yahoo.com or check out their Facebook 
page.  Their mission statement is: 

 

ñWe are a group of equestrians concerned with the loss of open space in Guilford 
County North Carolina. We believe that identification and preservation of land available 
for public access horseback riding is a key component of maintaining our rural heritage. 
We support ecologically friendly trail riding. We are actively working to develop a trail 
network while there is still any open space left.ò 
 

¶ Johnston Co:  The trails committee is looking for trail advocates in Johnston County, to actively work 
with the County for trail planning efforts, especially along the Mountains to Sea trail.  Contact Barb Oslund 
richbq@mindspring.com 
¶ Orange County:  The NCHC recently did a presentation on trails for the Community Horse Connec-
tion, an equestrian group who regularly meets at Harryôs Market, a few miles west of Carrboro. 
¶ Funding for trails projects:  Barb Oslund recently chaired the State Trails Committee meeting, which 
reviews grant applications and recommends Federal Recreational Trail Program (RTP) and State Adopt a 
Trail (AAT) grant awards.  Funding recommendations included projects that involved equestrian trails.  
However, the draft State budget proposal currently has cut AAT funding.  Also, future federal RTP funds, 
based on sales of non-highway vehicle fuel, are predicted to drop more than 50% due to drop in fuel 
sales.  This large source of trail funding is in jeopardy in future years. 
¶ The White House recently held the Conference on America's Great Outdoors.  The American Horse 
Council (AHC) had a representative there and horseback riding was reportedly mentioned in comments.  
The AHC and the Equine Land Conservation Resource (ELCR) are actively tracking this effort. 
¶ NCHC recently attended ELCRs conference-call based seminar on invasive species.  Barb Oslund 
has several new references and current info on the current science related to invasive species and eques-
trian trail use. 
¶ NCHC will have a display, and a ñreal liveò horse at the National Trails Day celebration at the Ameri-
can Tobacco Trail on June 5, 2010. 
¶ NCHC representatives are planning to attend the 2010 Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference in 
July. 

mailto:lesken1@earthlink.net
mailto:adonaldson@charterbuildinggroup.com
mailto:adonaldson@charterbuildinggroup.com
mailto:bluefarm11@yahoo.com
mailto:richbq@mindspring.com
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Lifetime Members ñIn - excess Liability Insurance  
 

If you are a Lifetime member and interested in the in-excess liability insurance cov-
erage for 2010, be sure to send in a check in the amount of $25 to the NCHC Of-
fice.  You can also acquire this coverage on-line at www.nchorsecouncil.com. 

Reasons to Join the North Carolina Horse Council 
 
¶ The NC Horse Council is continually working to preserve trails and protecting use of 

public land for horse access/use. 
 
¶ The NC Horse Council has been and continues to fight to preserve our eligibility for 

Agriculture Present Use Value and other tax incentives through our lobbying efforts. 
 
¶ The NC Horse Council just helped get passed into law ï The Building Code Exemp-

tion for Agricultural Structures, which allows a farm owner not to have to build to 
commercial building code if they are building a farm structure.  What this means is 
you donôt have to meet fire wall code, have handicapped bathrooms, special park-
ing requirements, etc. (expensive code requirements inhibitive of horse farms). 

 
¶ A few years ago, the NC Horse Council worked hard to get the NC Equine Activity 

Liability Law passed. 
 
¶ The NC Horse Council gives educational, land preservation and health grants. 

Regional Caucus Meetings 
 
The North Carolina Horse Council hosted a series of Regional Caucus Meetings in February 
and again in April. These meetings were held throughout the state and were a huge suc-
cess.  A big thank you to everyone who attended these meetings.  Many ideas were shared 
and discussed.  The next round of Regional Caucus Meetings will be held in September. 
 
As soon as the synopsis or minutes of the meetings are complete, they will be posted to the  
NCHC website at www.nchorsecouncil.com.  For additional information, please contact the 
NC Horse Council office at (919) 854-1990 or toll free at 1-800-529-9206.  If you missed 
these meetings, watch the NCHC website for information on future meetings.   
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2010 Trail & Community Grants Awarded  
 
The Grant Review Committee of the North Carolina Horse Council (NCHC) has re-
ceived, reviewed and presented to the Executive Committee its recommendations for 
the Trail & Community Grants to be awarded for 2010.  Thanks to everyone who sub-
mitted a RFP for a Trail Grant.  The maximum award in this category is $1,500.00 per 
grant. 
 
This grant must address a recreational, community service, or trail related need not re-
lated to a general education or health related issue.  The recipients for 2010 include 
the following: 
 
¶ 4-H Exceptional Equestrians Volunteer Scholarships 4-H Camp 
¶ Arena Improvements at ñThe Red Barnò - Free Spirit Ranch 
¶ Project Horse PowerðFree Rein, Inc. 
¶ Installation of a Pasture Run-in ShelterðCarolina Equine Rescue & Assistance 
¶ Wolf Ford Horse CampðPisgah Trailblazers 
¶ Field Trips for At-risk YouthðWings of Eagles Ranch 
¶ MultiSensory Trail for Children w/ Disabilities and/or Medical DiagnosesðNC 

Therapeutic Riding Center 
¶ Therapeutic Riding ArenaðCarolina Hoofprints 
¶ Development of Hamby Creek TrailðDavidson County 
¶ Outdoor ArenaðHope Reins of Raleigh 
¶ Triangle Equine Search & Rescue 
¶ North Country Information KioskðWalthour-Moss Foundation 

Equine Industry Directory  
 

Get the new year off to a good start by listing your business in the NC Horse Council 
Equine Directory.  The Directory is growing thanks to all the new businesses that are 
signing up.  Get your listing on the NC Horse Council website today and be noticed.  
Again last month the NCHC website averaged over 140,000 hits, thatôs 4,600+ hits per 
day.  Just think of the potential!  Businesses are welcome to submit their contact infor-
mation to the Horse Council to be included in the Directory.  If you prefer, go to the 
website and sign up on-line.  Itôs fast, easy, and your listing goes on the website imme-
diately.   
 
The cost per listing is $12 per year for NCHC Members or $24 per year for Non-
Members.  Categories range from apparel, boarding facilities, farriers, and horse trans-
portation services to tack and supply and training and instruction.  For the complete list 
of categories, check out the NCHC website.   
 
Donôt get left behindðlist your business in the Directory today and reach out to the 
horse community.  Visit the website for more information.   
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Farmers in North Carolina are aware of the threat to agriculture posed by the Humane 
Society of the United States, but a new poll shows the word is not reaching the public. 
 
The study found that 71 percent of Americans polled believe HSUS is an ñumbrella 
groupò for local humane societies; 63 percent think their local humane society is affili-
ated with HSUS; and, 59 percent falsely believe HSUS gives most of its money to local 
cat-and-dog organizations. 
 
In addition, Charity Navigator called out HSUS for not fulfilling its purpose. The charity 
watchdog group stated HSUS gives less than 1 percent of collected donations to 
hands-on pet organizations yearly, and gave HSUS a grade of ñC-.ò 
 
Instead of caring for the cats and dogs it spotlights in its advertisements, HSUS has 
been focusing its efforts on circumventing Ohio voters who approved a multi-
stakeholder Livestock Care Standards Board. HSUS is pursuing a ballot measure to 
set the livestock handling standards the board will follow and enforce. 
 
In Missouri, HSUS is backing a ballot initiative that cracks down on dog breeders, but 
the measure would also open the door to regulation on all animal care. 
 

Article appeared in the Leader newsletter published by the North Carolina Farm Bureau for 

May 2010.  This article was reprinted with permission from the North Carolina Farm Bureau.  

Visit their website at www.ncfb.org for additional articles. 

Poll shows wrong assumptions of  HSUS  
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North Carolina Horse Council 

4904 Waters Edge Drive, Suite 290 
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(919) 854-1990   Fax (919) 854-1989 
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2010 Health Grants 

 
The 2010 Health Grants are now being accepted.  These proposals must address an 
equine health related need of the horse industry or individual horse owner.  The maxi-
mum award in this category will be $6000.    Please follow the  grant guidelines out-
lined in the RFP.  The completed grants must be received by the NCHC by the end of 
June, 2010.  The grants will be reviewed and evaluated in July.  The Executive Com-
mittee will approve the final grant awards on the first Wednesday of August, 2010 and 
the successful applicants will receive their award by August 31, 2010. 
 
For additional information on Grants, or to apply for a Grant, please click on the "Grant" 
icon on the main web page.  From this location, you can submit a Grant Application.  If 
you have any questions regarding this process, please call the NCHC Office at (919) 
854-1990. 
 
Please note:  Every effort will be made to notify you that the NCHC has received 
your grant proposal; however, it remains the responsibility of the applicant to 
verify the receipt of their grant.  


