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North Carolina  
Horse Council  

Major Equine Issues for North Carolina  

Legislative and Regulatory Issues 
¶ Present Use Value and other taxation issues 
¶ Agricultural Definitions: Livestock 
¶ Federal Issues of Unwanted Horse 
¶ Federal Issues on Transportation of Horses for the purposes 

of Human Consumption 
¶ Inclusion in Farmland Preservation Program 
¶ Water and Nutrient Legislation 
¶ Land Use:  Trails, open space, conservation 

 
Education and Welfare Needs 

¶ Standards of Care and Management of Horses  (fencing, 
feed, space, housing) (State Horse Councilôs question on 
Certification of Welfare/Rescue Facilities) 

¶ Agricultural Extension Agents: Needs of Equestrians, pro-
grams, etc. 

¶ Building the Industry for our Young Riders:  Developing  pro-
grams to bring people into the industry 

¶ Safety Issues:  Equine Safe Farms (Equine Accidents are the 
second most common on our farms) 

¶ Health Issues of our stock 
¶ Training for our Equine Professionals:  Vet School, Farriers, 

etc. 
 
Facilities 

¶ Conditions and Usage of existing facilities 
¶ Development of new facilities 

 
Marketing and Growth of the Industry 

¶ Travel and Tourism 
¶ Recreational needs 
¶ Promotion of Equine Businesses 
¶ Development of Racing 

 
Other Issues 

¶ Therapeutic Riding Programs and Insurance 
¶ Life skill development and rehabilitation programs for riders 
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Horsepoweré. 

Thoughts from the Executive Director  

Accomplishments  
 

¶ Annual Membership Meeting 
¶ American Tobacco Trail Health Fair 
¶ Education Committee Survey Review 
¶ State Fair Horse Show Committee 
¶ Feed Campaign Press Release and Award 

Deliveries 
¶ Preparation for NCHC Caucuses 
¶ Webpage design and email templates 
¶ NCHC Foundation-Development of 501 c 3 
¶ Presentations at NCAHA and ASAC 
¶ Discussion of Brunswick County Trails 

¶ Planning meeting for submission of 319 

EPA Clean Water Grant 

¶ Draft of New NCHC Brochure 

¶ Durham County Farm Bureau meeting 

¶ Jordan Lake Nutrient Regulatory Commit-

tee Meeting 

¶ NCHC Regional Caucuses:  Lumberton, 

Williamston, Fletcher, Rockingham County, 

& Raleigh 

¶ Educational Grant Review 

¶ Final website changes 

Website Update & Facebook ðThe newly 
designed website was finally made live in 
February.  A new topic for discussion will be 
listed each week. Please take a look and par-
ticipate by responding and letting us know 
what you think.  In addition, a new Educa-
tional Courses button was added to the right 
hand side to make it easier for our members 
and visitors to find out what educational 
courses are being offered throughout the 
state.  Of course the Facebook connection is 
very visible with an automatic link to our 
siteé.come join the herd! 

Caucus Meetings ðFebruary was heavily 
occupied by the second meeting of the NCHC 
Regional Caucuses. We returned to Lumber-
ton, Williamston, Fletcher, Rockingham 
County and Raleigh Hunt Horse Complex to 
begin to develop regional plans. One exciting 
point at each meeting was the attendance of 
our new Board members!  Each region dis-
cussed varies concerns and possible direc-
tions for development of the equine industry. 
The individual caucus reports will be posted 
on the website. 

Annual Meeting ðJanuary began with the 
Annual Membership Meeting. The staff 
worked diligently to prepare the meeting ma-
terials including Board Member Biographies 
and the ballot for our board elections.  The 
election brought to us new representation 
across the state including experts in legal is-
sues, trail issues and marketing and public 
relations. 

NCHC Brochure ðI was able to put together 
a very rough draft of the new NCHC member-
ship brochure. The intent for the brochure is to 
answer the question for potential members of 
ñWhatôs in it For Me?ò Looking to our Board 
members with expertise in Marketing and Pro-
motion, the draft is currently being reviewed 
by Lucinda Human, Executive Committee 
member.  If you would like to help, contact the 
office. 
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Membership Campaign ðThe three ñ1000 
lbsò of horse feed winners were selected and 
notified during the first half of this month. What 
great winners!   I think our membership will be 
happy to note that a lifetime member in the 
Western part of the state was selected, the 
Central winner donated the feed to a thera-
peutic riding center: Horse and Buddy of New 
Hill, NC. And the Eastern winner is a foster 
home for rescued horseséhow great is that!  
The news release was distributed to our press 
list statewide. 

The newly configured State Fair Horse Show 
Committee met in Raleigh.  Several of our 
Board and Executive Committee members are 
represented on the committee.  The group is 
tasked with reviewing issues and concerns of 
both the Horse Show and the Facility in gen-
eral.  Several topics discussed were: the fire-
works during the show, pavement of the aisle 
ways in the barns, the stall conditions, needed 
equipment to maintain the stalls and rings.  
The group considered the possibilities of in-
creasing funds for the facility including the 
rental rates.  A motion was made by the com-
mittee to not raise the facility rental fee at this 
time. 
 
Members of the Education Committee met to 
review the Educational Needs Survey that was 
conducted at the end of last year.  The survey 
results will help guide us determining what 
type of educational programs our membership 
would like to attend, how many programs they 
would attend in the year and how far they 
would travel to a program.  We anticipate that 
we will do a follow-up survey to get additional 
information.  One finding encourages us to de-
velop more on-line programs. 
 
The President of the Durham County Farm Bu-
reau has invited me to attend the local Board 

meetings. This has been very informative and 
once again reminds me of how important it is 
to stay current within our agricultural commu-
nity. I see many areas we can work together 
on including water quality, livestock rules and 
regulations, farmland preservation and many 
others.  
 
The Education Grant Review Committee, 
chaired by Buck McColl, met in the NCHC Of-
fice to evaluate and prioritize the grants which 
were submitted. Materials for review were pro-
vided and a final report will be made to the Ex-
ecutive Committee in March. 
 
Water and Nutrient Regulations are an impor-
tant issue for the equestrian community. This 
month I participated in preliminary discussions 
with the State Department of Water Quality 
and several local Division of Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts about applying for fund-
ing to study equine farm best management 
practices and potentially provide financial re-
sources to equine farms to add clean water 
practices on their farm.   In addition, as an ap-
pointed member of the Jordan Lake Nutrient 
Regulation Committee, we attended the first of 
a series of meetings to begin putting together 
the methods that will be used to enforce/apply 
the new rules. 

Trail Issues ðBrunswick Co Park horse trails 
are currently being discussed/developed. The 
NCHC has been actively engaged with local 
equestrians regarding this exciting project.  
Other trail discussions this month included a 
national thread of emails regarding new or ex-
isting scientific information which shows that 
horses are not a significant or primary source 
of invasive species on trails. The Equestrian 
Land Conservation Resource Center has been 
spearheading these efforts and will be sharing 
it with state horse councils so that we may de-
velop information packets for our state land 
managers. 

Meetings Attended  



www.nchorsecounci l .com Volume 11 Issue 2 Page 4  

Water Issues ðWater and Nutrient Regulations are an important issue for the eques-
trian community. This month I participated in preliminary discussions with the State De-
partment of Water Quality and several local Division of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts about applying for funding to study equine farm best management practices 
and potentially provide financial resources to equine farms to add clean water prac-
tices on their farm.   In addition, as an appointed member of the Jordan Lake Nutrient 
Regulation Committee, I attended the first of a series of meetings to begin putting to-
gether the methods that will be used to enforce/apply the new rules. 

Health FairðThe Council was 
asked to participate in the American 
Tobacco Trail Health Fair.  I would 
like to give a great big thank you to 
Leslie Kennedy and Barb Oslund 
for representing the NCHC at this 
event and helping people under-
stand not just what the Council 
does but how being involved with 
horses is a healthful activity! 

Speaking Opportunities ðWe 
ended January by speaking at sev-
eral Equine Associations. Thanks to 
Casey Armstrong for taking our 
booth to the American Saddlebred 
Association of the Carolinaôs annual 
convention. 

NCHC 501 c 3 Foundation ðAll 
materials for submission of a 501 
c 3 Foundation were downloaded 
and a rough draft has been pre-
pared to assist in the develop-
ment of a new NCHC Founda-
tion.   

Horsepoweré. 

Thoughts from the Executive Director  
Continued from Page 3  

NCHC is now 

on Facebook  
 

The North Carolina Horse Council is now on Facebook! 

Check us out at www.facebook.com.   

Add your name to the growing list of friends  and stay  

plugged in to the NC Horse Council. 
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NCHC Grant Recipients  

 

One of the 2009 Education Grant recipients, Free Rein Center for Therapeutic Rid-
ing, shared the success of their grant with NCHC.  In the picture, students from 
Davidson River School in Brevard participate in Free Rein Center's therapeutic rid-
ing program, Project HorsePower.  The students learned to conquer their fear and 
the joy of riding is evident in their faces.  The program at Free Rein Center utilizes 
the human-horse connection as the therapeutic agent in working with diverse groups 
ranging in age from childhood to senior citizen status. 

 
Maureen Copelof 
Executive Director 
Free Rein Center for Therapeutic Riding and Education 


