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Accomplishments

Agricultural Commodity leadership meeting
Tanglewood Steeplechase

NC Animal Welfare Coalition Meeting

Jordan Lake Regulatory Committee
Representation at Regional Quarter Horse
Show

AHC National Issues Forum

Unwanted Horse Symposium Planning Commit-
tee

Trail Consultant Meeting

Livestock Legislation Day

Negotiation of new insurance coverage and re-
newal of past policies

Presentation to the Wake County Agri-business
Council

Investigation of Value Added Programs for
NCHC Members

Multiple Legislative initiatives including a suc-
cessful campaign to return $1,000,000 to the
State Fair Surplus Funds

S5

Unwanted Horse Symposium

The NCHC is working with NCSU Equine
Husbandry, Farm Bureau, NCDA&CS and
others in planning an Unwanted Horse Sym-
posium in September. The Symposium is tar-
geted to Animal Control Officers, rescue per-
sonnel, veterinarians and general horse own-
ers to begin to look at the extent of the prob-
lem in North Carolina and to look at policies
and regulations that might impact the prob-
lem.

American Horse Council

This year os
Issues Forum focused on infectious equine dis-
eases and the impact those diseases have on our
horsesd welfare and ou
annual meeting was held from June 20 to 23 and
also included a Trails Forum, the annual Con-
gressional Ride-In, AHC committee meetings,
and a Congressional Reception.

The State Horse Council Committee met for one
full day during the AHC Annual meeting. During
that time, the state horse councils once again dis-
cussed the need to establish an identity and re-
cruit other horse councils to join our efforts. To-
wards that end, a name change was suggested to
allow us to build a unique identity. The name of
AfCoalition of State Hor
to the AHC Board of Directors and approved by
the Board. This is a positive step forward to bring
all state horse councils together for furthering our
industry. Several new committees were identified
within this structure including: Structure and Or-
ganization, Marketing, Mentoring and Member-
ship and Financial.

To begin the process of forming the coalition, an
electronic newsletter is being developed to high-
light accomplishments of state horse councils and
to bring together a forum of issues for discussion
and sharing.

Livestock Appreciation Dayd The NCHC par-
ticipated for the first time in a Livestock Ap-
preciation Day at our State Legislature. The
day included a breakfast hosted by the Pork
Council and a lunch hosted by the Cattle-

manos association.
chugging contest! It was a welcome site to
be i ncluded i n t his

Horse is Livestock and we need every oppor-
tunity to let our legislators understand our in-
dustry.

Page 2
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Jordan Lake Regulatory Committee

The Jordan Lake Regulatory Committee met this month to continue our discussion of how we are going
to implement the new rules. The following is a brief outline of what we have discussed:

Soil and Water Conservation District Assistance Updated All eight of the soil and water conservation
districts will be assisting with agricultural data collection and reporting to help develop the baseline re-
port and one annual report to comply with the requirements in the agriculture rule.

Website updatesd The watershed oversight committee will have a website hosted on the Division of
Soil and Water Conservation website. The page should be live soon, and a link will be distributed to
members once it is active.

Outreach to affected parties for Ag and Fertilizer Management Rulesd Anne Coan distributed a draft
article summarizing the pesticide rule. This article may be used in county or organizational newsletters
(districts, Farm Service Agency, Cattlemenbds As
help the affected public learn about this rule and the training requirement for those who apply fertilizers.
The Division of Water Quality is defining who has to take training, or has to have a nutrient manage-
ment plan. NCSU Cooperative Extension Service will provide the training in late 2011 or early 2012.
Anne Coan and Julie Henshaw will work on a similar article about the Watershed Oversight Committee
and the Agriculture Rule.

Phosphorus accounting and reportingd Deanna Osmond provided a summary of the report Accounting
Method for Tracking Relative Changes in Agricultural Phosphorus Loading to the Tar-Pamlico River.
The group discussed how phosphorus is tracked and reported in the Tar-Pamlico River Basin. The
group would like to propose that the Jordan Lake Watershed follow this methodology for reporting
phosphorus, with some minor changes to reflect the watershed. The group would propose the follow-
ing items be reported: tobacco acres, human waste applied, and remove water control structures from
the reporting. The WOC will request the review and concurrence of the Jordan Lake Phosphorus re-
porting methodology by the Phosphorus Technical Advisory Committee (PTAC).

Pasture accounting  (including data from Soil and Water Conservation Districts)-

All eight districts provided data on the pasture operations in their county. The data included the num-
ber of animals and the average number of animals per acre. Each county provided data only for their
portion of the watershed. This data showed t ha
reporting purposes, since not everyone participates in the program. A separate workgroup will be cre-
ated to study the associated water quality benefits of pasture best management practices, specifically if
percent reductions of nitrogen and phosphorus reduction can be calculated, and what those percent-
ages will be.

Outreach, education and BMPs needed for horse operations with 5 or more horsesd The group briefly
reviewed the methods to reach horse owners that were generated at the last meeting. The pesticide
article will be the first information distributed to this group. Sue Gray also shared information regarding
a 319 grant that was submitted by the Division of Soil and Water Conservation, local soil and water
conservation districts, NC Horse Council and Sustainable Stables. This grant will help horse owners
install conservation practices to improve water quality, as well as develop educational resources and
engineering designs specific to smaller horse operations. If funded, the materials and information gen-
erated from this project could be applied in the Jordan Lake Watershed.
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Value Added Programs for NCHC Members

The final activity of July included meeting with the
American Income Associations Program of value-
added benefits for association members. There is
no cost to the Council or to our members for par-
ticipation in this program. American Income is a
59-year-old company with a history of solid, mod-
erate growth. They do not advertise or sell to the
general public and are currently serving over
22,000 different groups and associations through
this program. Information on this program is ongo-

ing.

In addition, we will be spreading the word to our
members of the value added programs that they
are eligible for through our membership in AHC.

As a member of the American Horse Council you
are eligible for significant savings!

Your membership with the AHC, your State Horse
Council or an AHC organization entitles you to
special savings on products used for your equine
farm, business or personal use.

Benefits - AHC Saving Plus will provide you dis-
counts with John Deere, UPS, Sherwin-Williams,
Toshiba Direct, Office Depot, Equine Travel Ad-
vantage and AHC Advantage Rx and Wells Fargo.
You can buy products directly from these compa-
nies at greatly reduced prices!

For more information on these discounts visit;
Www.eguinediscounts.com

,\ﬁr\\
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Legislative Issuesd Legislatively, June and July
were very busy. We once again were unable to
pass our specialty License Plate Bill as this issue
continues to be discussed by our legislators. We
were successful in addressing a proposed 3%
leasing fee added to all of the State run Agricul-
tural Facilities. These fees were proposed to help
fund legislated ethics rules. The issue of this be-
ing unfair to the agricultural population influenced
our state legislators to go back to the drawing
board. Finally, we were successful in turning
back the decision to remove $1,000,000 from the
State Fair Surplus Fund. Dollars from this ac-
count are being used to help us update and im-
prove our State run Equine Facilities! Thanks to
all of you who participated in this letter writing
campaignéit worked!

Watershed Issuesd Watershed issues continue to
be of major concern to the Equine Industry.
Hearings were held regarding regulation of Falls
Lake with the NCHC preparing comments to be
submitted in August. The Jordan Lake Commit-
tee meetings are on-going as we deal with meas-
urement of nutrients on pasture land.

Other Meetings & Events

Several meetings were held involving the leader-
ship of our agricultural community. Perhaps of
most significance is the establishment of the NC
Animal Agriculture Coalition. Leaders of NC Agri-
culture organizations have joined together to fos-
ter and maintain a positive environment for agri-
culture in general and livestock farming specifi-
cally. This group is working with the Center for
Food Integrity (CFI) who is assisting us in estab-
lishing a formal livestock coalition in NC.

The NCHC was invited to exhibit at two major
equine events during May, the Regional Quarter
Horse Show at the Hunt Horse Complex and the
Tanglewood Steeplechase. These events were
successful in promoting awareness of the council.
Future projects with the Tanglewood Equestrians
include the potential of hosting a regional caucus
in the area.

The Wake County Agri-business Council invited
the Horse Council to speak at their July meeting.
We invited our Wake County horse council mem-
bers to attend and help spread the word of the
diversity of our equine industry.



http://www.equinediscounts.com/

Want to Become an Agribusiness

Become a part of the exciting Equine Industry by supporting the North Carolina Horse
Council as an Agribusiness Sponsor. Some of the benefits of becoming an Agribusi-
ness Sponsor include the following:

Membership in the NCHC

Your Companyds name and | ogo on our
Opportunities for your company6s pro
A voice in legislative and regulatory issues facing the Equine Industry

Sponsorship levels are as follows:
Bronze $250
Silver $500
Gold $750
Platinum $1,000 i

—b

Your sponsorship has the potential to reach thousands of horse owners across the
State.
network the Agribusiness Sponsor with the horse owners and horse enthusiasts lo-
cated in North Carolina.

There are horse activities in all 100 counties in North Carolina. Our goal is to

I f youodore stil]l on the fence, contac
Don 6t O Heaalpartyf the exciting equine industry.
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NC Horse Council booth which
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Mountain State Fair. The Fair
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News from the Trail %{ 9:;5‘ ;\"fg@ %&

Western Trails Report
Submitted by Deirdre Lightsey

On the western front, the NC Horse Council awarded the Pisgah Trailblazers (for the 2nd
year) a $1,500.00 grant for continued work on the Wolf Ford Horse Camp. When completed,
the horse camp will have 13 graveled sites (a few are able to handle two rigs) & horse stall
sites, a large communal picnic area, a chemical (sweet smelling) toilet, horse watering trough
& manure management system. Currently, the NC Forest Service is conducting a public
opinion survey to gauge support for a minimal fee per night per site. The Trailblazers & the
NCHC urge your support for this fee as the funds will stay in the area, and the fee basis will
allow for reservation of sites, versus "1st come, 1st served".

The Pisgah Trailblazers & Back Country Horsemen of NC have put in 2,000 man hours work-
ing on the site, with the Forest Services help and the use of personal as well as Forest Ser-
vice equipment. The horse camp will allow access to over 100 miles of trails in over 500,000
acres of our western NC National Forest area.

The western Trails committee still needs volunteers from the different trail groups. Please
contact me at: neverest@bellsouth.net for further information.

Eastern Trails Report
Submitted by Barb Oslund

1 Wake County : There are on-going efforts to re-energize the Jordan Lake Trail Conser-
vation Association (JLCTA) to support the Piney Woods County park staff in planning
and constructing equestrian trails. A trail workday was held on June 26 and 14 volun-
teers, mostly equestrians from Wake County, came to help trim the trail corridor and
spread gravel. Volunteers got a tour of the property, and Wake County hopes to have
some trails open this fall. Anyone interested in joining to help this important effort can
contact Leslie Kennedy at:  Email: leskenl@earthlink.net Phone: 919-362-4011

1 Brunswick County : There are on-going efforts to organize a local group to support
Brunswick County Nature park staff in equestrian trail planning and building. Anyone
interested can contact Ann Donaldson adonaldson@charterbuildinggroup.com

1 Guilford County : There is a newly-formed group called the Equestrian Trails Alliance
advocating for horse trail access in that County. They are actively working on some
trail opportunities with Parks and Recreation staff. Anyone interested can contact Betsy
Rice bluefarmll@yahoo.com , Paula Nelson pasharr@triad.rr.com or check out their
Facebook page.



mailto:lesken1@earthlink.net
mailto:adonaldson@charterbuildinggroup.com
mailto:bluefarm11@yahoo.com
mailto:pasharr@triad.rr.com
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News from the Trall, continued

1 Johnston County : The trails committee is looking for trail advocates in Johnston
County, to actively work with the County for trail planning efforts, especially along the
Mountains to Sea trail. Contact Barb Oslund blogresources@gmail.com

1 Hill Forest : NCSU is continuing to use the permit system for recreational access and
recently sent notice to current permit holders to renew their permits. The Friends of Hill
Forest is the recreational liaison group working with NCSU, and people interested in
FOHF can contact Kate Busa katebusa@verizon.net

f NCHC volunteers, including a fdreal [ i v eq
and Grand Opening celebration for the Chatham County section of the American To-
bacco Trail.

1 Deirdre Lightsey and Barb Oslund will be representing NCHC at the 2010 Southeastern
Equestrian Trails Conference in July. The theme for the 2010 conference is The Art and
Heart of Keeping Our Trails i Ride Smart and Do Your Part. The Keynote speaker is
Ri ck Lamb, aut hor and host of ATVhwho wlspeake
about ARi ding with Purposeo. Ot her feat
sioner, Georgia Department of Agriculture; Mary Morris, Deputy Regional Forester, Op-
erations, Recreation, Engineering, USDA Southern Region; Rick Potts, Chief, National
Park Service Conservation and Recreation Division; and Dennis Dailey, Senior Advisor,
Wilderness, Recreation and Trails, Back Country Horsemen of America.

1 The White House recently held the Conference on America's Great Outdoors. In June
and July, four Listening Sessions scheduled nationwide. The Administration and federal
agencies involved are holding the listening sessions around the country with tribal lead-
ers, farmers, and ranchers, sportsmen, community park groups, foresters, youth groups,
businesspeople, educators, State and local governments and recreational and conserva-
tion groups. These sessions in conjunction with continued discussions with attendees of
the conference and a report due in November will be used to craft future policy to
achieve the goals of the Initiative. It is very important that equine outdoor enthusiasts
have a voice in this sweeping effort. The AHC and the Equine Land Conservation Re-
source (ELCR) are actively participating in this effort and encouraged state horse coun-
cils and other equestrian organizations to also attend (list below). More information and
comment submittal can also be accessed from the Americas Great Outdoors website:
http://www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors/

Chesapeake Region: June 25 in Annapolis
South Carolina: June 28 in Charleston
Pacific Northwest: July 1 in Seattle
California: July 8 in Los Angeles

Sho
I r e
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NCHC Member #

Invoice 2010 Membership
January 1—December 31, 2010

Membership Options for 2010

Check the type of NCHC 2010 membership you are joining under:

Lifetime Membership (includes “in-excess™ insurance coverage 1st year only)
Individual Membership (inclodes “in-excess™ insurance coverage)***
Indrvidual Membership (no insurance coverage)

Student/Tumor Membership (ndividuals under 18 years old)

Pading Club/Breed Association {more than 100 members)

Fiding Club/Breed Association (less than 100 members)
In-excess Insurance Coverage for Lifetime Members .. §23

***If vou choose “in-excess” insurance, coverage begins Janmary 1, 2010%**

Your membership joins with others across North Carelina to promote everything horse. Legis-
lators are influenced by mumbers, so join the herd and BE heard! Some things to ponder:

Only members of NCHC can vote m the anmmal Board meeting held in January.

Fiding Clubs/Breed Associations who join can appoint a representative to the Board

You can make a difference for as little as $12.

Vohmteer opporiumtes are available.

NCHC 15 the only statewide orgamzation that works to serve the needs of the entire horse

industry, regardless of breed preference, nding style, or activity.

North Carclma Herse Council, 4904 Waters Edge Drive, Smte 200, Raleigh NC 27606
(019 854-1990 or Toll Free at BO0-529-0208 www.nchorsecouncil. com
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Regional Caucus Meetings

The next round of Regional Caucus Meetings will be coming to a lo-
cation near you. Exact dates and locations of these meetings will be
posted on the website as soon as all details have been finalized. As
in the past, these meetings will be held throughout the State.

Doné6t miss the opportunity to shlare|l i deps &
the entire equine community. Be sure to find a location near you.
These meetings are open to the public and everyone is encouraged
to attend.

For additional information, please contact the NC Horse Council office
at (919) 854-1990 or toll free at 1-800-529-9206.

Falls Reservoir Water Supply Nutrient Strategy
Response by the NC Horse Council
Continued from Page 10

Comment #2 re: 15A NCAC 02B .0280 (4)c(i) APPLICABILITY:

The currently proposed threshold of 5 equines is too low in comparison to the other species identified and the nut
sent in manure. The more stringent equine threshold is not solely supported by nutrient contribution.

The use of thresholds in general and specifically for equines is overly simplistic and does not account for fhe size
agement variability between equine livestock and other livestock produced for food. Equines can widely vary in si
generally fed to achieve athletic performance goals, not to increase weight for meat or milk production. Tfhere ar
management approaches applicable to small and | prage
of diet. A fipastureo is often an area maintahtngd f
Committee we are aware of the limitations of quantitative phosphorous accounting from pasture, and the challenge:
fying phosphorous frompasture based management. BMPs and methods of nutrient accounting will needjto be re
for the specific farm and management strategy, not solely focused on the number of eqbiassdama ety

ment. We believe that thresholds based on units of available nutrient production per facility and/or uuoits of animal
Astocking rateso) would be a more equitable afpgpoac
substantial regulatory inequity as a resuksohplging the equine livestock operation. The 5 equine thresholfl was e
tablished during the development of the Jordan nutrient rules, when there was no representation from thp equine
and other livestock interests apparently lacked understanding or interest to apply the unique characteristicg of the
dustry to the rulemaking process. We believe the Jordan Lake equine threshold is unfairly low and is a poof precec

NCHC would like the threshold for equines to be raised or modified to more fairly account for the farm manfgemen

In consideration of the essentially unassisted financial responsibility and inherent inequity of the simple ‘Fresholn
t he actual nutrient | oading reaching surface wafer,
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Falls Reservoir Water Supply Nutrient Strategy
Response by the NC Horse Councill

The following is a synopsis of the NC Horse Council (NCHC) response to the Falls Reservoir Water Supply N

The NC Horse Council (NCHC) is the voice of the North Carolina equine industry, serving over 50,000 equi
state. We represent the equine agricultural stakeholder in the development of the Falls Reservoir Watée@up
(FRWSNS) and were actively involved in the stakeholder committees during the draft rule development. ciwe
pate in the Jordan Lake Watershed Oversight Committee for the Jordan Lake Rules, thus have the experie
similar rule transition to implementation.

The NCHC understands that much of the proposed regulation is based on the Jordan Water Supply Nutrient
NCAC 02B .0264, which affects agriculture. Our concerns with the FRWSNS are similar to those we expre

utrient

ne opel
ply Nut
also ac
nce of s

Strateg!
ssed in

Jordan Lake water supply: the low threshold number for equines that would be considered agriculture oiperations, |

comparison to higher threshold numbers of livestock such as cattle (which produce more nitrogen and phos
nure than horses); and, the corresponding limited availability of agricultural cost share or other finamztabfas
the equine operations that would be affected. Our concerns and recommendations for specific sections of
detail below.

Comment #1 re: 15A NCAC 02B .0280 (2) PROCESS:

The 2008 Equine Industry Study indicates that 40% of equines are kept solely for recreational (pleasureoand
mercial purposes. A key assumption in the fiscal analysis of the Falls Nutrient Strategy (June 2010) mspihat|
ance is part of the cost borne by small business, which is simply not the case for most of the farms th&tvmes
hor se t hrceosnhmoelrdc.i alMNochmrse farms are eligible tbo

Share Program, but are not eligible for federal funding. Cost share applications for assistance are rarikéy b
that allows districts to fund projects with the most water quality benefit and addressing their set wéitst; qualit
districts continue to fund projects based on ranking scores and amount of funds available. The pr
Ainoncommercial 6 horse farms is that they donét 3
Water Conservation (SWC) districts within the regulated watershetnicamrierities, but expect that the majqg
small er equine operations simply wonét have neftat

ANoommercial 6 horse farms are not currently el.eg

phorous
sistanct
the rule

trail ridi
the co:s
bt or ex
app
hsed on
y prioril
bblem
| wa
rity of
e f i

i b1l

to the requirements of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) which helps with livestock prdctices,

the farm to produce food or fiber. Essentially all equine operations do not meet this requirement.

This information regarding the unique statusharedsinding for rammercial equine operations has been pre
made available to DWQ, and can be accessed through the SWC districts. Therefore, it is disappointing to
tions that are erroneous for many of the apptctomse 3
guences. A large nutrient reduction is required from agriculture, and equine operations are one of thalilaciea
uses in the watershed, creating the potential for a large portion of the compliance cost to be directly borng
should Stage Il Best Management Practices (BMPs) become required.

In summary, the small equine operations-aachmancial equioning households have limited eligibility for finan
sistance, and as a growing agricultural land use, may directly bear a disproportionate amount of the ftetat-co
tion without financial assistance. This has not been captured or noted as an uncertainty in the agrscatidraldis
want the NCDENR DWQ to understand and continue to consider the unique context that distinguishes eqy
other agricultural operations.

Continued on Page 9
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2010 Southern Horse Festival

soquRN’ Championship Open

November 6 - 7,
Bob Martin Agricultural Center, Williamston, NC

Horse Show SOUTHERN

2010 Al

FESTIVAL

Contact Show Manager Sammy Jenkins
(919) 201-3606 or (919) 362-8203 or visit
www.nchorsecouncil.com
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

Colts and Fillies at Haliyrs and Under
Stock Type Horse at HalgeYrs and Over

Arabian Horse at Hdlt2rYrs and Over 32.
Youth Showmanship (English or Weédt&rn) 33.
& Under 34.
Adult Showmanship (English or Wésitern) 35.
& Over 36.
NonTrotting showmanship Open 37.

38.
Break 39.

40.
English Walk/Trot Open 41.
Western Walt/Jog Open 42.
Saddleseat Go as You Please Open 43.
Hunt Seat Go As You Please Open 44,
English Pleasure Open 45.
Western Pleasure Open 46.
Saddleseat Pleasure Open 47.
Huntseat Pleasure Open 48.

Novice Western Horse Go As You Please 49.
Novice English Horse Go As You Please 50.
Novice Saddleseat Horse Go As You Plea&d..

English Go As You Please 13 & Under
English Pleasure 19 & Over

Arabian Pleasure Open

Spotted Trail PleasugeGait

Plantation Opéer8 Gait

Western Go As You Please 19 & Over

Break

Arabian Native Costume
Novice Western Rider Pleasure

28.
29.
English Type Horse at HalkeYrs and Over 30.
Saddle Type Horse at HaReYrs and Over 31.

52.

Western Walk/Jog 10 & Under

English Walk/Trot 10 & Under

Novice English Rider Pleasure
Western Jr Horse Pleasure

English Jr Horse Pleasure

Arabian Western Pleasure

Western Go As You Please 18 & Under
English Pleasure 18 & Under

Arabian English Pleasure

AQHA Pleasure

Appaloosa & Paint Horse Pleasure
Other/Non Registered Breed Pleasure
Lite Shod Open

Novice Western Horse Pleasure
Novice English Horse Pleasure

Novice Western Rider Go As You Please
Novice English Rider Go As You Please
Lite Shod Open 3 Gait

English Go As You Please 18 & Under
Western Senior Horse Pleasure
English Senior Horse Pleasure
Western Horsemanship

English Horsemanship

NonTrotting Horsemanship

Saturday Night Only

Versatility ClassEntry Fee $35.00
(Western Pleasure, English Pleasure Prec
Pattern & Texas Barrel Race)

Trail Horse Challenge TBA

sion
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North Carolina Horse Council
4904 Waters Edge Drive, Suite 290
Raleigh, NC 27606
In-State 800-529-9206
(919) 854-1990 Fax (919) 854-1989
www.nchorsecouncil.com
Equine Industry Directory
Theredos still time to Iist your business n
Directory is growing thanks to all the new businesses that are signing up. Get your list-
ing on the NC Horse Council website today and be noticed. Just think of the potential!
Businesses are welcome to submit their contact information to the Horse Council to be
included in the Directory. If you prefer, go to the website and signup on-l i n e . I tPps

easy, and your listing goes on the website immediately.

The cost per listing is $12 per year for NCHC Members or $24 per year for Non-
Members. Categories range from apparel, boarding facilities, farriers, and horse trans-
portation services to tack and supply and training and instruction. For the complete list
of categories, check out the NCHC website.

Donodt g et O liseyour bubireessiinnttte Directory today and reach out to the
horse community. Visit the website for more information.




